m l 986 o devastating arson 
fire burned the downtown 
Los Angeles Central Library, 
defraying over 375,000 books and (arcing its 
closure. This event wos followed by o second 
fire that claimed more than 25 000 additional 
books. Alter seven years of reconstruction in¬ 
volving the dedicated efforts of thousands ol 
individuals the greatly enhanced library will 
reopen on October 3, 1993 

Designed by New York architect Bertram 
Goodhue, the original building opened in 1926. 
ond entered the Notionol Register of Historic 
Places in 1970. The renovation, designed by 
Hardy Holiman Pfeiffer Associates, includes 


the library's size to 540,000 square feel, and 
the restoration of original murals and exotic 
architectural details. The tree-studded 1.5 acre 
gardens, named for Robert f Mqguire III, who 
was instrumental in the realization of the li¬ 


brary project, create an urban 
oasis that includes five foun¬ 
tains. Site specific works of orl 
were commissioned from 11 Los 
Angeles-bosed ortists for both 
the gardens ond the new and 
refurbished structures 


cessible on weekdays 
due to the rotating gal¬ 
lery closure schedule. 


To celebrate this cutivral event the Los Ange¬ 
les County Museum of Art hot designed o self- 
guided tour of ortworks that incorporate the 
written ward. By following the route suggested 
by this guide you will encounter ob|ects tram 
many artistic traditions, each combining test 


and imogery in a different way Par example, 
the Assyrian king who commissioned the 
mossive stone Panels from the Palace of 
Ashvroatirpaf II, engraved with cuneiform texts, 
sought to overwhelm his stale guests with vi¬ 
sual and written proclamations of his power 


Orange Trees, Poem ond Snow, subtly bears 
among its blossoms, poetry invoking the ideol- 


century portrait of Soint Augustine by Philippe 
de Chompai|ne includes the glowing Latin in¬ 
scription “VERITAS" |"truth" | hovering over the 
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Bible, a reference to the subject's spiritual rale 
as delender of orthodpx Christian faith. In con¬ 
trast, contemporary artist Barbara Kruger mixes 
photography ond bold advertising typography 
in her compelling work. Untitled (You substan¬ 
tiate our horror). 

This guide will help you locate these and 
other word-imoge objects in the museum's gal¬ 
leries. The extended wall lobels neor each item 
will provide additional information 
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